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Jason Loewenstein  -Sebadoh, Fiery Furnaces...
“They are one of relatively few bands that I know of, whose recordings are proof 

that they are of an embarrassingly rare breed of great live bands.  This immediately 
sets them apart from the current landscape of bands whose existence is built on 

piecemeal constructions of heavily edited, quantized drumtracks, samples and use of 
pitch correction.  None of which were employed in the making on this great record.  

They are the real deal” .

J. Eric Smith -Times Union (Albany, NY)...
“...The band’s grinding, gristle-chewing riff-work blends the 

classic churn of ‘90s indie darlings The Jesus Lizard and Scratch Acid with the 
primal punch of such underground metal acts as Budgie, Iron Maiden and 

Witch�nder General. Lest that sound too dense and intense for repeated plays, the 
Troopers leaven the proceedings with a better melodic sense than any of those 

bands ever mustered and a crisp sonic presentation courtesy engineer 
Jason Loewenstein (ex-Sebadoh, Fiery Furnaces). ...the parts are masterful, the 
whole is positively titanic. This is what rock is supposed to sound like. Listen. ”
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About: 
...from the hardcore squats of mid-1990s 
Buffalo, to the North Country metal parties 
in July, from the explosives, the grease �res, 
the dog �ghts and homemade tattoos, 
Empire State Troopers make their rock!
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Best metal band
Empire State Troopers
“They put out a kick-ass release this year, 
Upstate Again, a too-short album produced 
by Jason Loewenstein that leaps out of the 
speakers with a pounding rhythm and  reck -
less abandon. Lovers of the Empire State 
and all its natural resources, and inspired 
by ‘70s hard rock and obscure British metal, 
EST are the best stoner-metal-punk-rock-
underground band from here to Ballston 
Lake and back again.
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Best old school metal band
Empire State Troopers
“Have you heard about that Jack Clutch? 
He’s a white-trash hero. The man counts to 
zero. That’s the best line ever, from the best 
band to arise from Ballston Lake in . . . 
well, let’s just say ever.”
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Best even newer band
Empire State Troopers

Turn Lights Out
2009

Upstate Again
2008

Andy Beresky  -StonerRock.com...
“Empire State Troopers have offered up a pretty tasty EP with Upstate Again. Thanks 

to the ballsy vocal delivery of Kelly Murphy, this upstate New York quartet comes 
across like a female fronted Melvins mixed with a bit of The Jesus Lizard’s angularity 

and punk energy. Their bio/press release plays up the “metal” aspect of the band, 
but mostly what I’m hearing would give any Am Rep a�cionado an instant hard on. 

You’re not going to hear any guitar harmonies or searing solos on this one; just solid 
stripped down rock and roll” .

CosmicMasseur  -Concreteweb (Belgium)...
“At �rst glance, one notices the crop of headlines and credits listed under the Em -
pire State Troopers photo on the bio sheet. Mainstream magazines are singing the 

praises of this band which send me two months ago this CDEP. The reviewers on 
the bio didn’t lie (and that’s saying something). We are talking indie stoner/70s rock 
with a certain catchy and clever dynamic.   If Empire State Troopers can conjure up 
vivid images of Melvins, Jesus Lizard, Budgie and Totimoshi at this stage, then it is 

clear that they have massive potential”.


